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Discothèque to 
High Tech: 

30 Years of MMSA

presents . . .

CHECK IT 
OUT!

* * * * * * * 2009 Keynote Speakers * * * * * * * 

Join middle level educators from around the state
for the Minnesota Middle School Association’s

Annual State Conference
Thursday and Friday, December 3 and 4, 2009

Sheraton Hotel and Convention Center • Bloomington, MN

Tim DiScipio

Tim is a co-founder of ePALS, which began in 1996 as an online environ-
ment where educators and students could safely connect with peers for 
cross-cultural learning. Over time, ePALS achieved global reach by focus-
ing on the international character of its community, making the site 
available in English, Spanish, Portuguese, German, Japanese, Arabic and 
French. At ePALS, Tim directs business development, marketing and part-
nerships. Considered by industry peers to be a true pioneer in education 
technology, he speaks regularly at conferences and is frequently interviewed 
on trends and the role ePALS plays worldwide in connecting classrooms 
with safe tools. He was the key force behind a recent global “On-Demand” 
partnership with IBM and Los Angeles Unifi ed School District selecting 
the company’s SchoolMail™ product as its district-wide e-mail solution. 
Recently, Tim opened the Chinese market through a direct relationship 
with senior directors in the Chinese Ministry of Education.

Jack Berckemeyer

Jack is the assistant executive director 
for the National Middle School As-
sociation. He was a classroom teacher 
and is the editor of NMSA’s Classroom 
Connections. Jack is known for his 
humor and practical teaching advice. 
He has worked with several schools 
and districts providing effective strat-
egies that meet the needs of young 
adolescents. Jack will focus on ways 
to maintain middle level philosophy 
in your school, despite the fi nancial 
challenges schools face today.
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2009 Coleen Yatchoske
Middle Level 

Educator of the Year Award
Nominations are now being received for the Coleen Yatchoske Minnesota Middle Level Educator of 

the Year Award, sponsored by the Minnesota Middle School Association. The person chosen as Minnesota 
Middle Level Educator of the Year will represent many educators who daily touch the lives of young 
adolescents. The nominee must exhibit evidence of exceptional skill and dedication, be active in his/her 
community, believe in the worth and dignity of every person, and model true professionalism.

To be eligible for this award, the nominee must be a teacher, counselor, paraprofessional, or 
administrator in a Minnesota educational organization encompassing some combination of grades 5–9.  
Anyone may nominate an educator for this award. Nominations are due no later than June 1, 2009. 
A complete packet will be mailed to the nominated educator on June 15, 2009, to begin the selection 
process. The winner will be introduced at the Minnesota Middle School Association State Conference in 
December.

Nominee’s Information (Please print clearly)
Name: ________________________________________ Position: _____________________________
E-mail: _____________________________________________________________________________
School: _____________________________________________________________________________
School Address: ______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
School Phone: _______________________________________________________________________
Home Address: ______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone: ________________________________________________________________________

Nominator’s Information (Please print clearly)
Name: ________________________________________ Position: _____________________________
E-mail: _____________________________________________________________________________
School: _____________________________________________________________________________
School Address: ______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
School Phone: _______________________________________________________________________
Home Address: ______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone: ________________________________________________________________________

Send nominations to:
Jason Miller

Dakota Meadows Middle School
 1900 Howard Drive • N. Mankato, MN 56003

(507) 387-5077
jmille1@isd77.k12.mn.us


