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We would like to thank the fol-
lowing organizations/companies 
for their generous donations to 

our Silent Auction at the state conference. 
Your generosity is much appreciated.

Greenwood Plants, Rochester, Minnesota
Scholastic Books
The Minnesota Twins
The Minnesota Vikings
The Minnesota Timberwolves
Bemidji Woolen Mills
Faribault Dairy
Trader Joe’s, Maple Grove
Buffalo Wild Wings
WCCO TV
Fun Sisters Boutique
Stevie Ray’s Comedy Club �

Terri Littlejohn 
began teaching 
elementary school 

in 1995 while earning her 
master of science degree from 
Winona State. After a year of 
teaching fi rst grade and two 
years of teaching third, Terri 
was given the opportunity to 
teach sixth-graders, at which 
point she thought she had died 
and gone to heaven.

Now in her “lucky” thir-
teenth year of teaching, Terri 
has successfully made the tran-
sition from elementary to mid-
dle school, where she teaches 
mathematics, social studies 
and reading at Kellogg Middle 
School in Rochester. Terri is 
married to a very patient man 
and has one exceptionally 
brilliant daughter. What free 
time she has is usually spent 
reading or rocking on Guitar 
Hero. �

MCA Success at West

Chaska Middle School West, like most schools, works 
hard each year to improve our students’ test scores. 
Every school in Minnesota wants better test scores, and 

some schools work intentionally to get them. West has focused on 
test prep for the past few years and would love to participate in a 
professional dialogue about the many practices schools have tried 
to improve test scores. West’s teachers use multiple direct and 
indirect strategies to prepare students every day for standardized 
tests. Routine tutoring and reteaching, focusing on the skills of 
prereading and summarization, and careful analysis of questions 
helps students prep for tests. West makes test prep a schoolwide 
initiative implemented to target certain groups. Two strategies we 
think work are gender-specifi c, after-school test-prep classes and 
multiple small-group test environments.

At West, we stagger our tests 
so that only one grade level tests 
per week. Consequently, the 
grade level MCA test-prep classes 
are scheduled to align with the 
three to four weeks leading up to 
each test. Students who struggled 
with the test in prior years and 
whom teachers identify though 

data analysis (MAP, NWEA tests) as needing additional support are 
invited to attend. These students meet twice a week after school 
and are separated by gender. Typically, boys meet on Mondays and 
Wednesdays and girls meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays. In addition 
to these prep classes, at CMSW, small group accommodation is 
truly taken to heart. Last year, West averaged over 15 small groups 
per test with each group averaging four to fi ve students. The num-
bers show that approximately twenty percent of our students per 
grade are taking their MCA tests in a small-group setting. It is no 
secret that the planning for this number of small groups is intense 
and creativity is needed to fi nd space. That being said, the staff at 
West has completely embraced the small-groups atmosphere and 
is always willing to help administer tests when asked.

We believe our test-prep strategies make a difference. West’s 
recent history shows that while we were cited for four categories in 
which we did not make AYP in the past, last year’s data notes only 
one subgroup where AYP was not met. Regardless of the subgroup 
identifi cation, students with low test results become our priority. 
The value-added benefi t is that students’ performance improves, 
and the overall success of our students (and in the public eye, our 
school) is enhanced. 

We know that many schools are doing extraordinary things 
to help students achieve better test scores. We hope other schools 
are willing to share test-taking strategies and ideas so that we all 
can fi nd better success for our students. Please feel free to contact 
me at eidsnesss@district112.org if you are interested in sharing 
your ideas.

Scott Eidsness, Assistant Principal
West Middle School, District 112

Schools of Eastern Carver County, Chaska �


