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From the 
President’s Desk

Happy new school 
year to you all! 
“Summer should 

get a speeding ticket.” Here we 
are back in the swing of things.

Best of luck to you all for a 
great 2011–12 school year as we con-

tinue to “Create the Conditions” for our students’ suc-
cess.

MMSA had a busy start of the summer with two 
very well-attended Summer Institutes featuring Rick 
Wormeli. Record turnout in Moorhead and in Lake-ville 
was great to see. Needless to say, we’re not only plan-

ning to continue these Summer Institutes, we adding a 
third location in 2012—Mankato. Watch for details and 
spread the word to your colleagues. Attendee feedback 
was overwhelmingly positive.

It’s never too early to begin planning to attend the 
year’s MMSA State Conference in Bloomington on De-
cember 1 and 2 at the (same location, different hotel 
name) DoubleTree by Hilton. Keynote speakers will 
be Monte Selby and Debbie Silver. These two folks are 
well-known across the country and always present a 
strong message with their entertaining presentations.

Please contact any of your MMSA Board members 
if you have any questions or ideas. We are very proud to 
be of service to our Minnesota middle level educators.

Patrick Fox
MMSA President �

Keynote Speakers for Upcoming MMSA Conference

Debbie Silver Debbie Silver is truly a “teacher’steacher!” She is an 
award-winning educator with 30 years’ experience as a classroom teacher, staff 
development instructor, and university professor. Her numerous recognitions 
include being named the 1990 Louisiana State Teacher of the Year and the 2007 
Distinguished Alumnus from the College of Education at Louisiana Tech University. 
Along the way she has taught almost every grade level and most every kind of 
student. Dr. Silver has been an invited author for several educational journals and 
has given keynotes at state, national, and international conferences in 49 states, 
throughout Canada, Europe, the Middle East, and Asia. She has been a featured 
teacher for the PBS OnLine Teacher Chat and several online teacher courses. 
Debbie is the author of the bestselling book, “Drumming to the Beat of Different 

Marchers: Finding the Rhythm for Differentiated Learning.” She is co-author of “Because You Teach and Middle School 
Matters.” Songs she co-wrote with Monte Selby are featured on his latest CDs. She is married to Dr. Lawrence Silver, and 
together they have five sons. Debbie is one of the most popular keynoters and in-service presenters in the United States. 
Audiences everywhere respond to Debbie’s use of humor and sensitivity to remind them of how important teachers are 
in the lives of children. Through research-based theory, poignant stories, and hilarious characterizations she connects with 
the souls of all who are involved in education.

Monte Selby Dr. Selby is an educator, author and speaker whose practical and 
inspiring presentation leaves audiences applauding across North America and Europe. Known 
as “education’s songwriter,” he has written hundreds of songs with students, educators, and 
Grammy-winning musicians. Monte’s comical and insightful music—featured on network 
television, radio, podcasts, and websites, and in books, stage productions, and videos—is 
cultivated from an award-winning career as a teacher, principal and professor.  Music Row 
Magazine describes his music as “a delightful variety” - “funky” - “astonishing” - “Wow”!

Come Together...Right Now
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Make your registration check payable to MMSA and send it to:
MMSA Conference Registration, Attn: Kristi Quade-Wiedrich

Kellogg Middle School, 503 – 17th Street NE, Rochester, MN 55906
Phone: (507) 328-5840  • Fax: (507) 328-5805 •  Email: krquade-wiedrich@rochester.k12.mn.us

Website: www.mmsa.info
Please print clearly or type. Every registrant needs a separate application. Copy as needed.

Name:        School: 

Job Title:       Major Content Area:

School Address:      City:    State:  Zip: 

Phone:     Fax:    Email:

Home Address:      City:    State:  Zip:

Phone:      Fax:    Email:
PLEASE NOTE: Email addresses will only be used for MMSA internal communication.

REGISTRATION OPTIONS (lunch and continental breakfast is included):
Full Two-Day Conference Registration  $296.00  One-Day Conference Registration  $148.00
         Please Check: Thur.____ or Fri. ____ 
Early Bird Discount (-$25)*    =    Early Bird Discount (-$25)*    =
*If postmarked by October 31      *If postmarked by October 31
TOTAL Amount Due     =   TOTAL Amount Due     =

2011 Minnesota Middle School Association Conference

Come Together...Right Now

Registration Form

December 1 and 2
DoubleTree by Hilton

Bloomington-Minneapolis South

PLEASE NOTE: After October 1, conference registration fees will be discounted $100 for a two-day 
registration and $50 for a one-day registration for up to two presenters per session. Otherwise, the 
full conference registration fee will apply. All presenters must complete this registration form, as 
well as the Call for Presenters form.

❏ I am not planning to attend the conference this year, but would like to renew my MMSA 
Membership for a fee of $20 (payable to MMSA).

❏ I have been selected to present at this year’s MMSA Conference.

NO REFUNDS will be given after November 20. A late charge of $25 will be added to any 
registrations received after November 20.

Receipt of conference registration will be verified via email.
ENTIRE STAFF DISCOUNT

Contact Steve Norlin-Weaver, MMSA Executive Director, for further information 
(612-668-3651).

Full-Time/Undergraduate University Student Registration = $50.00 (Friday only)
Specialized sessions for university students will take place on Friday.

TOTAL Enclosed = _________

HOTEL REGISTRATION 
INFORMATION

DoubleTree by Hilton 
Hotel and Convention Center 

7800 Normandale Boulevard
Bloomington, MN 55439

(952) 835-7800 or 
1-866-837-4278

Fax: (952) 893-8419
Rates: (reservations must be 
made by Oct. 28 to receive 

conference rate)
$120, plus tax (single or double) 

Please call hotel directly to 
make reservations. Make sure 

to request the MMSA rate 
when making the reservation.
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Primary Presenter Information:

Name:         Position:

School:         City:

Address:

Phone (H):   Phone (W):   Primary Email:

Co-Presenter Information: (please list all co-presenters)

Presentation Title:
Presentation Description: In 100 words or less, type your presentation abstract as you wish it to appear in the conference 
program. Submit your presentation description along with this Call for Presenters form.

Have you been a presenter at a previous middle level conference? Yes___ No___
Theme Area (Check only one) Indicate the topic which best represents the theme of your presentation.
_____ Administration/Supervision   _____ PBIS/Discipline   _____ Student Support Services 
_____ Formative Assessment  _____ Student/Parent/Community  _____ New Teacher Sessions
_____ Middle School Implementation  _____ Advisor/Advisee   _____ Exploratory (specify)
_____ Differentiation   _____ Interventions    _____ Diversity
_____ RTI     _____ Technology in Education  _____ PLCs
_____ Reading    _____ Data    _____ Other _________________________

I am willing to present more than once: Yes_____ No_____

I am willing to present on: Thursday_____ Friday_____ Either Day_____ Both (if needed) _____

My presentation fulfills one of the following CEU Requirements (Please check if appropriate):

_____ Understanding Key Warning Signs of Early Onset Mental Illness in Children/Adolescents 

_____ Accommodation, Modification and Adaptation of Curriculum Materials and Instruction

_____ Evidence of Reading Preparation   

_____ Positive Behavior Intervention Strategies

_____ Integrate Technology Effectively with Student Learning to Increase Engagement and Student Achievement

PLEASE NOTE: LCD projectors and overhead projectors are not provided. If you require Internet access for your presentation, you must 
contact Jason directly prior to November 11.

Return this form NO LATER THAN November 11 to:
Jason Miller, Presentation Coordinator
Dakota Meadows Middle School • 1900 Howard Drive • North Mankato, MN 56003 • jmille1@isd77.k12.mn.us 

PLEASE NOTE: After October 1, conference registration fees will be discounted $100 for a two-day registration and $50 for a one-day 
registration for up to two presenters per session. Otherwise, the full conference registration fee will apply. All presenters must complete this 
Call for Presenters form, as well as the registration form.

2011 Minnesota Middle School Association Conference

Come Together...Right Now

Call for Presenters

December 1 and 2
DoubleTree by Hilton

Bloomington-Minneapolis South
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